Delivering museum information to portals made easy:
The Harvesting-Format “museumdat”

There is a need to provide information on museum objects to many portals: thematic,regional,
cross-sectoral, ......
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This is presently difficult since most museums are holding their data in their own proprietary
museum data base formats. But these formats are all different from each other — which means
that in each case a specific interface has to be programmed to manage the data delivery. This is
time- and money-consuming and is a barrier to providing the data.

To overcome this barrier, “museumdat”- a format generally usable for such data provision has
been elaborated over the last two years within the Special Interest Group Documentation of the
German Museums Association It is
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"museumdat" defines a set of 23 elements of which only three are mandatory — so a large
variety of completeness of data is possible, the museums themselves decide which data they
may provide for publication.

For more information visit: http://www.museumdat.org
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http://www.discoverislamicart.org/
http://www.museen-sh.de/ml/digicult.php?s=2&t=1&sparte=museen&pid=&ps=1
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/
http://www.museumdat.org/index.php?ln=en&t=home
http://www.getty.edu/research/conducting_research/standards/cdwa/cdwalite.html
http://cidoc.ics.forth.gr/
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